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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY

A common, yearlong resident of the Central Valley, and coastal mountain ranges south
from San Francisco Bay to Santa Barbara Co. Also breeds locally on the coast in Monterey
Co., and is casual in winter on the coast north to Sonoma Co. Rare visitor in Shasta Valley,
Siskiyou Co. (McCaskie et al. 1979). Formerly more widespread in the south. Range
contraction may be related to local eradication attempts (Garrett and Dunn 1981). Inhabits
valley foothill hardwood, valley foothill hardwood-conifer, valley foothill riparian, orchard
vineyard, cropland, pasture, and urban habitats.

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Omnivorous and opportunistic. Eats about 70% animal matter annually; insects,
soil invertebrates, carrion, bird eggs and nestlings. Also eats acorns, seeds and grains,
berries and other fruits. Gleans food from herbage and picks from ground; also hawks flying
insects and searches under objects (Kalmbach 1927, Linsdale 1937, Bent 1946).

Cover: Oak savannah, riparian woodland, pastures and croplands with trees provide
cover.

Reproduction: Builds a large, bulky nest of twigs, lined with mud, rootlets, and grasses;
domed with a loose network of twigs (Harrison 1978). Nest placed 9.1 to 24 m (30-80 ft)
above ground; mean 17 m (55 ft) (Verbeek 1973).

Water: Probably drinks (Grinnell and Miller 1944).

Pattern: Prefers open oak and riparian woodland, and farm and ranchland with tall trees in
the vicinity of grassland, pasture, and cropland (Grinnell and Miller 1944).

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns: Yearlong, diurnal activity.

Seasonal Movements/Migration: Yearlong, resident. Sometimes wanders beyond usual
range in winter.

Home Range: Verbeek (1973) reported home range in Monterey Co. averaged about 40
ha (100 ac) during breeding season, and expanded to about 607 ha (1500 ac) in nonbreeding
season.

Territory: Also in Monterey Co., Verbeek (1973) found territory held year-round; averaged
1.2 ha (3 ac), range 0.6 to 1.9 ha (1.5 to 4.8 ac).



Reproduction: Pair nests singly or in small, loose colony. Breeds from late February to
mid-July with peak activity in May and June. Lays 5-9 eggs, usually 6-8; incubated by female
only, while male feeds her. Nestlings tended by both parents; fed up to 7 wk after fledging
(Linsdale 1937, Bent 1946, Harrison 1978).

Niche: Preys on bird eggs and young.

Comments: Endemic to cismontane California.

REFERENCES

Bent, A. C. 1946. Life histories of North American jays, crows, and titmice. U.S. Natl. Mus.
Bull. 191. 495pp.

Garrett, K., and J. Dunn. 1981. Birds of southern California. Los Angeles Audubon Soc.
408pp.

Grinnell, J., and A. H. Miller. 1944. The distribution of the birds of California. Pac. Coast
Avifauna No. 27. 608pp.

Harrison, C. 1978. A field guide to the nests, eggs and nestlings of North American birds.
W. Collins Sons and Co., Cleveland, OH. 416pp.

Harrison, C. J. O., ed. 1978. Bird families of the world. Harry N. Abrams, Inc., New York.
264pp.

Kalmbach, E. R. 1927. The magpie in relation to agriculture. U. S. Dep. Agric. Washington
DC. Tech. Bull. No. 24. 29pp.

Linsdale, J. M. 1937. The natural history of magpies. Pac. Coast Avifauna No. 25. 234pp.
McCaskie, G., P. De Benedictis, R. Erickson, and J. Morlan. 1979. Birds of northern

California, an annotated field list. 2nd ed. Golden Gate Audubon Soc., Berkeley. 84pp.
Verbeek, N. A. M. 1973. The exploitation system of the yellow-billed magpie. Univ. Calif.

Publ. Zool. 99:1-58.and D. Wheye. 1988. The birder's handbook. Simon and
Schuster, New York. 785pp.

Species notes are designed to support the species-habitat relationships database models in the California Wildlife Habitat Relationships (CWHR) System 
and are also published within the current version of the CWHR software.  Please cite as:  California Department of Fish and Game.  California Interagency 
Wildlife Task Group.  2005.  California Wildlife Habitat Relationships version 8.1 personal computer program.  Sacramento, California.




